, in his analysis of the relationship between economic and demographic change in England maintains that there &dquo;seems nothing improbable in supposing that, on balance, the group which as a result of economic changes were becoming larger had also a relative lower age at marriage, and that the shifts were great enough to produce changes in the average marriage age of real significance for population growth&dquo; (1965:154) .
L. Tilly, J. Scott, and M. Cohen (1976) (1953) , has come into frequent use in demographic studies (e.g., van de Walle, 1968; Dixon, 1971; Sklar, 1974 Hajnal (1953, especially Appendices I-IV) and Agarwala (1962) . Knodel (1974) , especially pages 19-23 and 292-293.
6 An extensive description of the method of defining the administrative areas used as the units of analysis can be found in Knodel (1974:9-14 (Knodel, 1974:89-93; Weber, 1899 (Knodel, 1974: 68-70) and probably for a prolonged earlier period extending back perhaps for several centuries.9 9 Thus Germany as a whole clearly conforms to the uniquely &dquo;European&dquo; marriage pattern that characterized Northern and Western Europe for centuries as described by Hajnal (1965) Gaskin, 1975 (Sklar, 1974) (Knodel, 1974: 141-142 Knodel, (1974) . Since the number of administrative areas with urban-rural nuptiality data is substantially below the total number, a broader regional classification was more appropriate. Nie, et. al., (1975:373-383) . In effect the result represents the correlation between the deviation of the two main variables from their regional means and thus is the average "within region correlation" weighted by the number of cases in each region. (Weber, 1899:276-280 (Kuczynski, 1897:46-47 Average differences among the other three regions are less pronounced although the highest sex ratios (i.e., the great preponderance of males) for Prussian cities and for rural sectors of the administrative areas are found in the West. For urban sectors, the average sex ratio is slightly higher in the central region than in the West. The regional differences in sex ratios are partly explained by the stream of migrants from the eastern areas of Prussia to the central and especially western areas. As noted before, long range migrants tended to be predominantly male (c.f. K&ouml;llmann, 1974:173) . (Haines, 1975; Kollman, 1890; Prinzing, 1903; Von Fircks, 1889 (Knodel, 1974:70 (Hajnal 1953: 126-129) . For making urban-rural comparisons, the slight bias resulting from mortality selectivity is relatively unimportant since presumably it operates in the same direction for both rural and urban populations.
Of greater concern is the effect of migration differentials by marital status. Using migration statistics from Sweden, Hajnal (1953:126-129) has shown that the differential loss by marital status through migration has only a small effect on the proportions single and singulate mean age of marriage at the national level. Agarwala (1962) 
